Thiru Aadanoor                               151
as promised earlier, Mahalakshmi cast Her kindly glance on
Indra which enabled him to recover all his lost gtoiyvriches and
kingdom.
It is believed that this place is also the sapa vimochana
sthalam for Agni Baghavan. That is to say Agni Baghavan
got redeemed of his curse by offering prayers to the Perumal at
Aadanoor. Long ago, Brahma who was suffering from Brahma-
hatty dosha celebrated Sona yagam and got himself redeemed
of his dosha. But Agni Baghavan who helped in performing this
yaga, got afflicted by the curse. He therefore offered prayers
to Perumal to rid him of his impurity. In the garbagriha, next
to the picture of Kamadhenu on the wall, the picture of Agni
Baghavan is seen. The Agni Baghavan has two faces one that of
a lady and the other that of a man. The Agni Baghavan also has
three feet representing the three types of agni viz.Ahwaneeyam,
Garhapathyam and DakshinagnL In the garbagriha, on the wall
near the feet of Perumal one can recognise the picture of Agni
Baghvan who had received the blessing of the God at this place.
A unique feature of this place is that Thirumangai Alwar
has a place within the sanctum sanctorum itself. In most of the
temples, Thirumangai Alwar has no separate shrine for himself.
He will be seen along with the other Alwars or Achaiyas in a
mandapam or a niche in the corridor etc. In very few places, does
this Alwar have a separate shrine for himself. For exmaple, in
Varadareya Perumal koil at Kanchipuram and at Therezhundur
in Tanjore District in Chola Nadu, there are separate shrines
for Thirumangai Alwar. But even in Therezhundur the-shrine
is outside the temple of Aamaruviyappan. But in Aadanoor, the
Alwar has a place within the sanctum sancturum itself. He
is seen brandishing the sword. To explain the presence of
the sword in the hands of Thirumangai Ahvar's idol in the
garbagriha, an interesting story is told. It is said that after
having spent a lot of effort time and money for renovating and
improving the temple at Srirangam, Thirumangai Alwar was
tired. He spent sometime in this village* One day, in his dream,
the Perumal appeared and said that many who had served the
Perumal had acquired riches and that it was enigmatic as to
why the Alwar who had done so much of service to the Perumal